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Prior to examining the above-identified application, please make the following 
Amendments. 

IN THE SPECIFICATION: 

Page 1, after the title, insert -This is a continuation application of application 
09/452,702 filed December 12, 1999.- 
IN THE CLAIMS. 

Cancel claims 7-16. 

Amend claim 1 as follows: 

1 . A communication cable separator spline comprising: 

a longitudinally extending spline having a plurality of spaced longitudinally extending 
open pockets, 

a cross-section of said spline having a major axis and a minor axis, 

said major axis having a length (36) larger than a length (37) of said minor axis, 

at least one pocket being on the major axis, and 

at least one pocket being on the minor axis 

REMARKS 

Claim 1 has been amended to clearly distinguish the claims over the prior art. No new 
matter has been entered. 
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The prior art cited in applicant's form 1449 is the same as that cited in the parent 
application and therefore copies of the references are not necessary and are not being 
submitted. If the Examiner does want copies, applicant will submit them. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Date:_( 




Lee, Mann, Smith, Mc Williams, 
Sweeney & Ohlson 
209 S. LaSalle St., Ste.410 
Chicago, IL 60604 
Telephone: 312-368-1300 
Attorney for Applicant 
Registration No.: 20,354 
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VERSION WITH MARKINGS TO SHOW CHANGES MADE 



1. A communication cable separator spline comprising: 

a longitudinally extending spline having a plurality of spaced longitudinally extending 
open pockets, 

a cross-section of said spline having a major axis and a minor axis, 

said major axis having a length (36) larger than a length (37) of said minor axis, 

at least one pocket being on the major axis, and 

at least one pocket being on the minor axis[, and] 

[each of said pockets have a cross-sectional area which is 75 % or less than a cross- 
sectional area of a circular envelope of an insulated cable to be placed in said pockets]. 
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